
Steps to Creating a Brick Film 
By Michael Gerwitz 
All Rights Reserved @2014 
 
I wanted to make a stop-motion video, known as a brick film, after seeing some great examples of films 
online. But, I knew nothing about how to create one. My friends tried to create video and it looked really 
interesting so I decided to learn how.  
 
I wanted a step-by-step list but couldn’t find one, so I created this one for those of you who are interested 
in learning how to create your own brick films. This technique can be used for any stop-motion video but 
using bricks is an easy way to stage the action. 
 
Steps to follow: 
 

1. Script, making a script is vital to a good brick film, you need to write the words what the mini-
figures are going to say as well as stage the action to demonstrate this in the film.  
 

2. Your camera placement is important. I used an iPad Mini but any camera digital camera works. In 
the future I’d like to use a camera with a good zoom. 
 

3. Experiment with angles and take lots of pictures to practice. Knowing where to place your camera 
and what angles work to create a sense of tension or excitement in an action film really helps. 
 

4. Mini-figures. Every good movie needs a good cast. I often color my figures to create custom 
costumes with permanent markers. White helmets work especially well.  
 

5. Use a baseboard with studs so your figures can stand unaided.  
 

6. Tape your baseboard down on the table or surface you begin staging the figures and scenery. 
Props help as well, so it doesn’t look like an empty room. 
 

7. Lighting is important to avoid shadows, something I did not know. The first scenes in my video 
have shadows. Two to three desk lights work best; you can buy them at the local store if you can’t 
find them around your home. I used string to suspend my lights over the scene and in that way I 
had direct overhead lightening.  
 

8. Clay: I use clay to fasten my figures in order put them in positions away from the camera angle 
and create special effects.  
 

9. Animation: This is the time consuming and patience trying at times. Move the mini-figure in 
small increments, and take pictures, move the figure—take the picture, move the figure—take the 
picture. You get the idea. 
 

10. String the pictures together to make a movie. It is easy using an app. I use an iPad Mini and the 
“LEGO® Movie Maker” app. It is free. 
 

11. Stillness is very important in your video. Keep your device as still as possible during the film. 
The higher the frames per second, the smoother it looks, but you will also need to take more 
pictures. I use 7fps setting (it stands for frames per second). 


