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Blast Off! 

I hope this summer issue 

of Reach for the Stars will 

make you want to take 

time out and do a li�le 

writing. When I was a 

kid and young teen, I 

found summer to be the 

best time to write—no 

school, no homework, 

just days and days in the 

shade with a notebook 

and pencil, writing sto-

ries to my heart’s con-

tent. Sometimes I sat on 

top of what we called 

“Turkey Farm Hill” and 

wrote poetry, as well.  

When I was in the 8th 

grade (1968), our family 

spent the summer in 

State College, PA, while 

my dad went to school 

(to learn about that new 

invention—computers!). 

The best part was going 

with my dad to the com-

puter center. He fed a 

stack of computer cards 

into the room-sized com-

puters, and his pro-

grams printed out on 

huge, green-and-white 

striped computer paper. I 

dug out pages and pages 

of this blank paper. It 

made the best writing 

paper I ever used.  I re-

member that summer as 

being my “summer of 

writing stories.”  

I hope this will be your 

best summer for writing 

stories, as well! 
 

If you have a summer-time writing 

adventure you’d like to share, e-

mail:  

susankmarlow@mediaangels .com 
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The Launching Pad: Story Starters 

If you’re “stuck” on the 

launching pad for lack of ide-

as,  each issue offers random-

ly chosen story starters to 

help fuel the rocket of your 

imagination. The rules: 

Choose one of the story start-

ers, set your timer for ten 

minutes, and write! Each 

month we’ll publish two (or 

more) pieces of work we re-

ceive from students! 

 

Choice #1: Write what it is like to live with a 

spoon that never does what it should.  

Choice #2: Describe the fun you would have 

with a monkey that knows what people are 

thinking.  

Choice #3: Create a comic strip about a 

treasure chest that is able to talk.  

E-mail your writing samples (with first 

name and age) to:  

susankmarlow@mediaangels.com  

You can also post your stories on the blog: 

www.Reach-for-the-Stars-
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Welcome to the Parents’ Corner! 

Each issue includes this special sec-

tion just for you, where we’ll answer 

some of your most pressing questions 

about kids and writing: My child 

loves to write. What do I do? My 

child doesn’t like to write! What do I 

do? How do I grade writing pieces? 

How do I encourage my child to come 

up with ideas?  

If you would like us to address your 

writing concerns, just e-mail Felice or 

Susan (see contact page) 

We’ll put our heads together and 

come up with some ideas that may 

help jumpstart both you and your chil-

dren on this writing journey! 

In this issue, Susan answers a ques-

tion many parents ask. They would 

like their kids to start thinking like a 

writer in order to get some ideas down 

on paper.   

Where Do I Start to Help My 

Child Put Together a Story?  

I love encouraging writers—young 

and old—to write. Here’s an idea you 

can use anytime you read a book 

aloud with your children, or watch a 

movie together. The goal is to begin 

to look at a story with “author eyes” 

rather than “reader eyes.” Instead of 

devouring a great story and moving 

on (and wishing you or your child 

could write like that), put on a pair of 

imaginary “author glasses” and think 

about the elements the author used to 

hook you, keep you interested, and 

deliver a great ending. 

Start with the basics. Every good fic-

tion story is like a jigsaw puzzle. If a 

piece is missing, the puzzle loses its 

appeal. You lose interest. The same 

principle applies to a story—whether 

a book, a movie, or a play. 

There are five elements in a great fic-

tion story: character, setting, prob-

lem, plot, and solution. If any of 

these “pieces” is missing, the story 

falls flat. The next time you read a 

story aloud or watch a movie together, 

try putting on those “author glasses” 

and look for these basic story 

“puzzle” pieces:  

Characters: Who was the main char-

acter? How did the author get you to 

care about the characters in the story 

and what happened to them? 

Setting: Where and when did the sto-

ry take place? What was it about the 

setting that made the story (movie) 

interesting? 

Problem: What was the main charac-

ter’s problem? His quest? His chance 

to grow and change or solve a mys-

tery?  

Plot: How did the author make the 

problem worse? What kind of events 

gave the character “ups” and 

“downs” (good things and bad things 

that happened to him)? Was there a 

“black” moment, when it looked like 

the character was in way over his 

head, with no chance of escape? 

Solution: Did the character solve his 

problem? If not, did he accept the 

consequences? Did the story end, or 

did it leave you hanging? A sad end-

ing, like Old Yeller, can still be a sat-

isfying ending and one that makes 

sense, even if you don’t like what 

happened!  

The next time you enjoy a novel or a 

gripping movie with your children, 

see if you can identify the five ele-

ments. If you can, then you are well 

on your way to creating your own 

story for readers to enjoy. 

Parents’ Corner:  
Where Do I Start?         

When you hear the word “tense” maybe you think it means “uptight” 

or “nervous.” In most cases, that’s right. But in writing, “Verb 

Tense” means “How am I telling my story?” In the “past tense” or 

the “present tense”?  

Present tense verbs are verbs like: run, walk, sit, play, hear, laugh, 

cry, fight.  

Past tense verbs are verbs like: ran, walked, sat, played, heard, 

laughed, fought.  

You can write your story either way. “Come quick!” I see my sister 

running toward me. She’s smiling. But she won’t be for long! When 

she sees this mess, I know she’s going to scream.  

What do you think? Is the above written in present or past tense?  

______________________ 

“Come quick!” I saw my sister running toward me. She was smiling. 

But she wouldn’t be for long! When she saw this mess, I knew she 

was going to scream. Present or past tense? ___________________ 

Grammar Gremlins: Verb Tense 

Felice GerwiG, Author/Publisher; Media Angels, Inc. 

Susan K. Marlow, Author, Reach for the Stars  
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STORY CAPTION: 

My Mars rover shuddered to a stop. I 

saw a flicker of movement through the 

rover’s external camera. What was 

that? It was time to find out. I cracked 

the hatch . . .   

[finish the story. You can use p. 5] 

 

This section is reserved for YOU! 

When you send in samples of your 

writing, either in response to a Story 

Starter or an original story, we will 

consider publishing it here. Space is 

limited, although future issues may 

expand to include longer stories by 

older “Guest Authors.” In this issue 

we have the beginning of an original 

story from Michael, age 8, who lives 

in Florida. Enjoy!  

Deep in the Tropical Rain Forest 

    Deep in a tropical rain forest, Mr. 

Tabby lived in a little hut. Mr. Tabby 

had never seen a snow leopard or a 

jaguar.  He wanted to see one, be-

cause he thought it would be very 

cool to see one. Every day he went 

out to explore. Mr. Tabby lived off 

the land, eating things you and I 

would not like. Sometimes he even 

ate ants. 

    One day when he went exploring, 

he found some prized butterflies. He 

knew this, because he was a scientist. 

A man by the name of Miles Morgan 

tried to steal the butterflies from Mr. 

Tabby.  

    Mr. Tabby ran with the butterflies. 

Miles chased Mr. Tabby! Miles 

grabbed the prized butterflies and ran 

with them! They were so busy run-

ning they did not see danger right 

around the corner.  

    All of a sudden, a jaguar crept up 

and tried to pounce on Miles! He 

screamed, and the jaguar tried to bite 

him. Miles ran for his life! 

    Miles was a foolish man. He 

climbed up a tree where the jaguar 

could get him. Because jaguars can 

climb trees well. Miles jumped down 

and ran for his life.  

    Mr. Tabby watched all this from a 

safe distance. The jaguar jumped 

down and chased Miles.  

    Miles didn’t mind running. But he 

did mind running while holding a but-

terfly cage and with a jaguar chasing 

him.  

    The jaguar chased 

Miles far. Miles had 

been running for a 

long time. While 

Miles was running, 

he opened the butter-

fly cage and let the 

butterflies out. Free! The butterflies 

were free and in the wild. 

    The jaguar ignored the butterflies 

floating past him. Then Miles had 

another idea. He would throw the 

cage at the jaguar!  

 

TO BE CONTINUED . . .  

2– If the photo shows a character, 

give the character a name. Now 

make a list that includes the char-

acter’s PHYSICAL TRAITS (what 

they look like), PERSONALITY 

TRAITS (what they are like on the 

inside), and what the character in 

the photo likes or dislikes. This is 

great practice for learning to cre-

ate characters for your own sto-

ries!  

3– Use the “Story Starter” caption 

included with the picture to write 

a short story. 

4–  Come up with your own ide-

as!  

Each issue includes a picture you 

can use to spark your writing im-

agination. Sometimes the photos 

will be of a SETTING (where or 

when); Sometimes the photo will 

be of CHARATERS. Sometimes 

the picture will show ACTION.  

You can use the photo in a num-

ber of ways: 

1– Use your imaginary “Writing 

Camera” to take a word picture, 

using vivid details to describe 

what you see. Read your word 

picture to someone and see if 

they can “see” what you wrote. 

Then show them the picture. 

How close were you?  

Photo Fun! Anything you send to me I will try to include in the next E-zine: susankmarlow@mediaangels.com  

Readers’ Stories! To submit your writing, e-mail: susankmarlow@mediaangels.com; You can also post 
your stories on the www.Reach-for-the-Stars-Workshop.blogspot.com You may send your Launch Pad story starter 

stories or any other stories you may be working on.  



The Circle C Adventures are 

available from local or on-line 

booksellers.  

 

 

 

 

Autographed copies and special dis-

counts are available from:  

www.circlecadventures.com 

Circle C Adventures: 

Andrea Carter and the . . . 

1– Long Ride Home 

2– Dangerous Decision 

3– Family Secret 

4– San Francisco Smugglers 

5– Trouble with Treasure (2010) 

6– Price of Truth (2010) 
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  www.kregel.com 

“Courage is being scared to death, but saddling up anyway.” ~ John Wayne 

Horses, Adventure, & the Old West!Horses, Adventure, & the Old West!Horses, Adventure, & the Old West!Horses, Adventure, & the Old West!    

For a complete story-writing course for 

budding young authors, pick up your 

copy of the Reach for the Stars writing 

workbook today! This 144-page work-

book includes sections on creating char-

acters, how to "show-don't tell" their 

feelings, beginnings that "hook" the read-

er, creating scenes, plotting stories and 

much more! Students can work at their 

own pace and on their own. Reach for 

the Stars also works great in home school co-ops and in 

classrooms. Includes a parent/teacher guide with hints for 

expanding the lessons if desired. Grades 3-8.   

Andrea “Andi” Carter 

never tries to get into 

trouble, but somehow it 

always manages to find 

her. Living on the Circle 

C ranch near Fresno, CA, 

in the 1880s—the heyday 

of the Old West—provides Andi 

with more than her fair share of 

adventures. Whether nearly tram-

pling her schoolmaster on her pal-

omino horse, Taffy, or outwitting 

an escaped convict, Andi’s life is 

never boring. Her hair-raising ex-

ploits always end up teaching her 

valuable lessons about life, friends, 

and family.  

Contact Information: 

                 Websites to Explore 

       Writing Detec-

tive 

Click the Links:  

More outer space pictures to write 
about: 

http://www.fregger.com/pictures.html 

 

NASA’s “Image of the Day” to write 
about:  

http://www.nasa.gov/multimedia/imagegallery/iotd.html 

Wri�ng Thought for the Month: 

 

“Either
 write

 some
thing 

worth
 readi

ng or 
do 

somet
hing w

orth w
riting.

”      -B
en Fra

nklin 

E-mail Felice: felice@mediaangels.com 

E-mail Susan: susankmarlow@mediaangels.com 

Media Angels: www.MediaAngels.com 

Susan’s Website: www.susankmarlow.com 
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My Mars rover shuddered to a stop. I 

saw a flicker of movement through the 

rover’s external camera. What was that? 

It was time to find out. I cracked the 

hatch.__________________________________   

_____________________________________________________________
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_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
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_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
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